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Topeka Rescue Mission • 600 N. Kansas Avenue • Topeka, KS 66608-1240
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Facilities: 785-354-1744
Hope Center for Women & Families #8
Men’s Shelter #0
Distribution Center x366
Thrift Store 785-235-9094
TRM Boutique on the Blvd 785-478-5744
Children’s Palace 785-730-8810

Programs: 785-354-1744
Dining Services x322
Food Distribution x366
Education & Mentoring x338
Volunteer Services x393

Community:
NET Reach 785-783-2535 x106
Operation Street Reach 785-230-8237

Donations:
Monetary: 785-354-1744 x316
Material: 785-357-4285
Food: 785-357-4285

website: TRMonline.org
email: trm@trmonline.org
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Photo of Marcus, current SIT member and staff
member Eric helping Mary with her completion
- moving her out of the Hope Center and into her
new home. Please see next month’s edition to
read Mary’s success story and others.

HOPE in the NEW YEAR
We believe this is a pivotal time in our community. Our city is making giant leaps
forward. Collaboration and public/private partnerships are increasing. New
companies are coming to town and bringing jobs and economic growth. Because
of the strong leadership of many wonderful Topekans, the NOTO Arts District
is booming and large events are coming to our newly renovated downtown – all
generating more revenue and growing the local economy and tax base. We are
increasing green space in this community and making it more bicycle-friendly –
all efforts that will help to recruit and retain the next generation of families and
leaders and help those we serve at the Mission.
Yet, in spite of that growth,
we see a “sharp up-tick in
violent crimes” locally in
Topeka and statewide in
Kansas, as reported in an
article in the Topeka Capital
Journal on October 4, 2017.
The article goes on to say the
number of homicides reported
statewide increased by 46.5

percent between 2014 and
2016; putting it at the highest
level since 2000, according to
the KBI. The overall violent
crime rate climbed by 15.6
percent with increases in
rape, robbery and aggravated
assault/battery.
At the same time,
the number of agents the

KBI staffs has dwindled
since 2009, leaving agents
overtaxed and forcing the
department to shell out
overtime pay to try to meet
its demands, an official said.
“We currently have twice as
many active, open homicides
as we do people to investigate
them,” KBI executive officer
Cont. on page 2
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Katie Whisman said. “That’s
a threat.”
In a later article dated
November 27, 2017, The
Topeka Capital Journal
reported that a homicide that
day took Topeka to the alltime high homicide count of
twenty-nine. The previous
high, which occurred in 1994,
was twenty-eight.
As Topeka Rescue
Mission Ministries employees
who interact with so many
different entities in Topeka
and people from EVERY
neighborhood in town, we see
the impact of these climbing
violent crime numbers every
day in the neighborhoods

where we work and live.
Crime and drug use is
increasing. More and more
people are in survival mode.
Their kids are hungry and
many don’t know what to do
and they are turning to us
for answers. We know that
anyone in survival mode
is much more at risk of
being recruited into human
trafficking, gangs and the
selling of drugs because of
their vulnerability. They
simply become less risk averse
and more desperate.
We also know human
trafficking is on the rise. The
sex trade, illegal drugs and
illegal selling of arms are

the three most pervasive and
profitable criminal enterprise
in the world in their ability
to generate revenue for
unscrupulous people who
prey on the weaknesses of
others. We have discovered
that human trafficking,
poverty, and homelessness are
closely connected. When a
person doesn’t have a stable,
safe place to live, she is much
more easily recruited to
criminal activity.
Our hearts hurt for every
victim and person in survival
mode who comes to us for
help – that chance to feed,
encourage and help them get
a new start may be the only

Human trafficking is at an all-time high,
and homeless are often the most vulnerable
and at risk for being exploited.
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Jesus they ever see. We’re
also grateful for every one of
our collaborative partners,
supporters, volunteers and
staff – together, we’re making
a real difference. Law
enforcement, elected officials,
churches, many different
non-profits, and our city and
state teams – all are coming
together to fight this war on
sex slavery.
Ed Klumpp, Chief of
Police-retired, Topeka
Police Department and a
representative for the Kansas
Sheriff ’s Association said,
“…some investigations
anymore – cybercrimes,
human trafficking, the child
pornography cases – are
cases where you need to have
expertise in a particular topic
area to be effective in your
investigation,” He went on to
say the KBI’s declining ability
to assist with investigations
does raise a concern.
At Topeka Rescue
Mission Ministries, we
believe a stable community
is a safe community. We
believe stable communities
reduce drug crime, human
trafficking, gang activity and
the resulting homicide rate.
We are doing everything
we can to help stabilize this
community. As individual
believers and “called out
ones”, we need to mobilize,
participate in the work God
is calling us to and take back

Once one of the most at-risk
neighborhoods in Topeka, Hi-Crest has
now seen a sharp decrease in crimes thanks
to renewed efforts for change

our neighborhoods and
this community. We need
to do more.
We see this neighborhood
stabilization model working
in Hi-Crest, through
NET Reach efforts, in

collaboration with many
valuable partners, mentors,
and some economic
investment and infrastructure
improvements like new
streets. We also see Career
Readiness and jobs programs
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beginning to work in the
neighborhood. People are
going back to work and in
better-paying jobs that they
enjoy. There is a real sense of
community growing in HiCrest, which has been labeled
as one of the intensive care
at-risk neighborhoods in our
city. Crime in this immediate
area is down, as a
result of the great
work being done
there over the last
four years.
In a recent
Topeka Capital
Journal article
titled, “Rental costs
outpace wages in
Topeka, Kansas,”
Sophie George,
CEO of the Topeka
Housing Authority,
shared the she is
familiar with this
problem. She said
“THA has a waiting
list close to 2,000 for
Section 8 housing vouchers
and 800 more are waiting
for a spot in a public housing
unit.” At TRM Ministries,
we believe we need more
affordable housing for all
income levels in Topeka to
reduce homelessness. Until
we address violent crime
and drug problems, lack of
affordable housing and help
families and communities to
stabilize, we’re concerned
we will continue to see the

homicide rate still be a
concern for all.
If God is nudging your
heart to get involved, please
do it – please answer the
call. It takes resources and
it takes an army of people
to win this war on poverty.
This war needs you and your
help! TRM Ministries and

STABLE
COMMUNITIES
=
SAFE
COMMUNITIES
many collaborative partners
are poised to make more of
a difference if we all fight
TOGETHER.
We have the greatest
history book and how-to
manual ever written. The
Bible tells us that we aren’t
on a cruise ship – this is a
battleground. Ephesians
6:12-13 tells us, “For our
battle is not against f lesh and
blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities,

against the world powers
of this darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavens. This is why
you must take up the full
armor of God, so that you
may be able to resist in
the evil day, and having
prepared everything, to
take your stand.” 2018 is
time to take truth,
righteousness,
peace, faith and
God’s love into this
war for Topeka and
more importantly,
for hearts eternally.
We believe a
stable community is
a safe community.
By tolerating an
increasing homicide
rate, human
trafficking, and
poverty in our city
and state, we are
failing to address a
ticking time bomb.
Every day, we see
more and more reasons why
these numbers shouldn’t
surprise anyone – many of
our neighbors are hungry,
homeless and feel hopeless.
Wherever you are in life right
now, you have the ability to
help with something in this
effort by praying, giving
and volunteering. This will
impact all of us. WE ARE
PLAYING FOR KEEPS.
WE INVITE YOU TO
JOIN US. †
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CURRENT NEEDS LIST
Food Items:
Gallon Cans of Vegetables & Fruits / Coffee / Sack lunch items ie granola bars, fruit cups,
pudding cups, snack crackers.

Supply Items:
Baby food stage 1 & 2 and formula / Diapers & Pull Ups – size 3 and up / Dish Soap / All Purpose
Cleaner / Pinesol / Arm & Hammer Super Washing Soda / Liquid handsoap and refills / 20 Mule Team
Borax / Fels Naptha Laundry Soap / Purex Crystals / Portable heaters

Clothing:
Winter Clothing for Men, Women & Children (clothing and shoes can all be used) / Shoes – All Sizes

Furniture (in good condition):
Furniture – i.e. Couches, Recliners, Loveseats, Dressers, Tables, Mattresses and Box Springs, etc.
Large Appliances – i.e. Washers, Dryers, Ranges, Freezers, Refrigerators & Microwaves

FEBRUARY PREVIEW
Next month, we will share a
number of stories about successes
that former guests are having.
Many of these folks, formerly
homeless and hungry, have
now completed CaRE (Career
Readiness Education) and are back
to work. Not only working, but also
in better-paying, more fulfilling
jobs as a result. We have a number
of examples, from people who just
graduated to those who have had
their own places and been steadily
employed for several years now.
This is such an example of
God’s grace, patience and love for
each us. It is thrilling to see how
He softens hearts, helps people get
out of survival mode and learn

what servant leadership is all about,
how it builds His kingdom, helps
them advance in their careers,
and ultimately leads to a sense of
fulfillment. Our staff in the CaRE
Program work very hard and have
brought many resources to the table
to help people go from homeless
and out-of-work to confident,
employed and living on their own.
One woman applied to more than
100 advertised job vacancies and
didn’t give up until she got a yes
and got back to work. This 12-week
program began at TRM Ministries
when funding dried up for a similar
city program. This former city-run
program was beneficial to many of
our guests and when we learned of

its discontinuation, we were able to
step in and fill the gap for people
who were homeless and hungry.
All too often in the “emergency
shelter and rescue” business, we see
the immediate need – those who
most struggle in our society – and
deal with the discouraging realities
that sometime come with this line
of work. Years ago, a friend of mine
and fellow staff member, taught me
to say, “Yay Jesus” and now I praise
Jesus for all of the successes that He
is engineering in the midst of the
storm. We want to say thank you
Jesus for ALL that You bring every
day. Thank you to our donors and
volunteers for your prayer, support
and time.
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